The phase of oliguria is probably caused by an uncontrolled release of anti¬ diuretic hormone (ADH) from damaged hypothalamic neurons. A reduction in serum sodium below 130 mEq./l can lead to symptoms of water intoxication (somnolence, coma, seizures) in the early post-operative period (Wise 1965 (Wise , 1972 (Wise 1965 (Sparberg 1963 (Fichman et al. 1970 ).
It has recently been shown that diphenylhydantoin inhibits the release of vasopressin from isolated hemilobes of rat neurohypophyses. both during resting conditions and after electrical stimulation (Guzek et al. 1974 
